CHAPTEE VIL

GENEALOGICAL  CLASSIFICATION OF  LANGUAGES.
T&e Pounders of Comparative PMlology.

WE traced in a former chapter the history of the
various attempts at a classification of languages
to the year I FOB, the year in which Frederick Schle-
gel published his little work on The Language and
Wisdom of the Indians. This work was like the wand
of a magician. It pointed out the place where a mine
should be opened; and it was not long before some
of the most distinguished scholars of the day began
to sink their shafts and raise the ore. For a time,
everybody who wished to learn Sanskrit had to come
to England. Bopp, Schlegel, lassen, Rosen, Bur-
nouf, all spent some time in this country, copying
manuscripts at the East India House, and receiving
assistance from Wilkins, Colebrooke, Wilson, and
other distinguished members of the old Indian Civil
Service. The first minute and scholar-like compari-
son of the grammar of Sanskrit with that of Greek,
Latin, Persian, and German was made by Francis
Popp, in 1816.1 Other essays of his followed ; and
in 1833 appeared the first volume of his Comparative
Grammar of Sanskrit, Zend, Greek,Latin, Lithuanian,

1 Conjugatiomsystem, Frankfurt, 181 ft.